Science
0120
Turtle River School Division‐ McCreary School
Teacher: Ms. N. Plett
Contact: nplett@trsd.ca or on Teams
Grade 7/8
Course Description:
The grade 8 science curriculum provides students with the foundations for understanding key concept in
biology, chemistry, and physics. Students will explore the properties of fluids, water systems, properties
of light, and cells and systems through experiments, projects, videos, and text.
Course Mission:
The goal of this science course is for students to develop curiosity about how the world works,
encourage students to ask thoughtful questions, and equip students to use the scientific process when
seeking answers.
Schedule and Topics Covered:
Fluids (September‐ Mid November)
‐ Properties of Fluids
‐ Particle Theory of Matter
Water Systems (Mid November‐ January)
‐ Water’s Unique Properties
‐ Global Water Cycle
‐ Ocean Currents
‐ How Water Shapes Land
‐ Human Impact and Sustainability
Optics (February‐ March)
‐ Light as Electromagnetic Radiation
‐ Properties of Light
Cells and Systems (April‐ June)
‐ Cells as the Basic Unit of Life
‐ Cells, Tissues, Organs, and Body Systems
‐ Technological Developments

Materials Required:
Students are asked to bring a binder, loose leaf and a pencil or pen each class. Pencil crayons or
markers may be required during the year but are not needed on a daily basis. All other materials will be
provided.
Course Evaluation:
The science report card shows a grade in three categories: knowledge and understanding, scientific
inquiry process, and design process/ problem solving. These three categories will be weighted as marked
below, and added together to determine final grades.
Knowledge and Understanding (50%): This grade will come from how well a student
demonstrates that they understand the material that was taught in class. This will be evaluated
using in‐class assignments, review assignments, and unit tests.
Scientific Inquiry Process (20%): This grade will be determined by successfully asking good
questions, gathering data, analyzing data, and communicating conclusions through in‐class
experiments.
Design Process/ Problem Solving (30%): This grade will come from identifying problems to be
solved, researching possible solutions, constructing a prototype, evaluating a solution through
project based assignments.
All assignments will have detailed instructions given verbally and in written form. Students are expected
to listen/ read attentively and ask clarifying question as necessary if they are unclear on what is
expected. Major projects and assignments will be accompanied by a rubric that should be used by the
students to ensure they are handing in work that suits the grading criteria. Rubrics may also be used for
self‐evaluation on occasion. All tests will be preceded by a study guide that will cover all content that
will be covered on the test. Marks will be given as a percentage on all tests and assignments.
Due dates matter. Assignments, projects, and tests are all to be handed in/ written on the pre‐
determined date. Failure to do so makes it more difficult to understand new concepts which leads to
gaps in understanding. If you have a legitimate reason that a due date may not work for you, speak with
your teacher immediately to determine an alternative plan for completing the assignment. Requests for
extensions the day/ night before may not be granted. Late assignments will be docked 10%. If it is not
submitted after two weeks it will receive a grade of 0%.
If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to make up for any missed lessons, notes, or assignments.
Notes taken in class are your ticket to doing well on tests and assignments. If you do not follow up with
the teacher to determine what you missed then you will risk not having essential notes, or receiving a
0% on a missed assignment.
As your teacher I do not want you to fail! I want you to do well, and I will give you the tools you need to
do that. If you ever have questions or need help send me a message on Teams or come talk to me! In
order to do well you need to also take responsibility for your own learning, your effort will determine
your grade.

Behavioural Expectations & Evaluation:
The report card you receive will show a behaviour grade in three categories: personal management,
active participation in learning, and social responsibility.
Personal Management: This grade is determined based on your use of class time, ability to work
independently, completing homework and assignments on time, organization, and appropriate
use of technology. You are expected to complete notes and store them in your binder in an
organized manner. Technology (personal and school devices) is only to be used with explicit
permission from the teacher and for learning purposes only during class time.
Active Participation in Learning: Students are expected to be physically and mentally present in
class and engage with all learning activities (discussions, notes, and assignments). If a student
misses a class for any reason the effort shown to make up for missed work will be considered in
this grading area.
Social Responsibility: This grade will be determined by kindness, respect, and positivity shown
in the classroom. Grading in this area is determined by how well you work well with others,
resolve conflict appropriately, respect property, follow Covid‐19 protocols, avoid side
conversations, and contribute to the learning environment in a positive way.
If a student is consistently not meeting the expectations outlined above, they will first be addressed
directly by the teacher. If the student continues with problematic behavior the principal may become
involved as well as the student’s parents. Respect for self, others, and equipment will be expected at all
times.

** This course outline and the evaluation breakdown are subject to change, depending on student
needs**

