From The Principal’s Desk:

After almost a month back to school both staff and students are adjusting to the new rules and routines that have marked
a very different start to the school year. We have been very lucky with the weather so far, and many classes have been able
to be outside. We have been given permission to start using the gym for limited activities, as long as physical distancing is
maintained. (At this time, all extra-curricular activities continue to be suspended.) Some of our combined grade classrooms
will be moving to be split, in order to create the recommended 2m distance between students, and give students the
opportunity to remove their masks during learning. We will continue to post any updates and information on our website
and Facebook page.
The Terry Fox Run marked its 40th anniversary this year. Rather than canvassing in person, the school raised money online.
Each homeroom class participated in the Terry Fox Run through a variety of different physical activities. Thank you to
everyone who donated to this great cause, and thank you to Mrs. Billett for once again organizing it for the school.
We have changed the drop-off / pick up location for students being driven to school to the west end of the parking lot.
Students have been asked to park on Burrows Road or in the school parking lot. Just a reminder that if you park in the
parking lot you may not enter or exit between 8:40am – 9:00am and 3:20pm – 3:45pm. Students are allowed into the
school at 8:35am, and the first bell goes at 8:50am.
As we progress through the year, we are hopeful that we may be able to participate (in some capacity) in some school
activities. The school will make it a priority to notify our parents and community of any upcoming activities, which will also
be posted on our monthly newsletter, our website, and our Facebook page.
Reminders:
 McCreary School is a nut and peanut-free school. Please check your child’s food items to make sure they are nut and
peanut free. **If you are sending individual hand sanitizer with your child, please check to make sure it does not
contain any nut ingredients.
 Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately. Many students are spending a lot of time outside, including for
physical education, and may need to dress in layers as the weather is now changing throughout the day.
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Hello everyone,
Students in grade 5-12 are learning to play the guitar. We started a few weeks ago learning our
G major scale. Some grades have started working on the first few songs. These songs and the
scale will help strengthen their fingers for playing chords in the near future.
Grade 3 and 4 students have been refreshing their memory with playing chords on the
ukulele. We are learning how to read notes on the treble clef staff.
Kindergarten to grade 2 students have enjoyed bucket drumming, learning rhythms and
learning the names of different instruments and their instrument families.
Have a great October,
Ms. Tait

Greetings from the kindergarten classroom!
What a great start we've had to the new school year! Students have been practicing
classroom routines, and they are enjoying spending time learning and playing with friends.
We have been learning about printing letters, remembering to start at the TOP! We've also
been sorting various items and exploring patterns. We look forward to continuing our study
of leaves and trees as the colours change and fall settles in!
Mrs. Billett

Grade 1
Welcome back!
The grade 1’s are adjusting well to the
new routines this year. Everyone has
been working very hard during the
month of September. We have been
busy counting, working with numbers,
and patterning in math. We have been
practicing our letters and sounds, sight
words, and writing in our journals. We
enjoy reading and listening to books
throughout the day. In science we are
learning about daily and seasonal
changes; the four seasons, day and
night, about the sun, and how shadows
are made. We made fall leaf art to
decorate our school and they turned out
great! It’s been lots of fun! We are
having a great start to the year!
Happy fall everyone!
Mrs. Lussier & The Grade 1 Class

The Maverick Way

The K-4 students will be
Grade 2visiting the residents at
the personal
care
home
Hello everyone
and welcome
back
to school! I
forallHalloween
hope that
families had aon
nice and relaxing
th.
summer.
It has been30
a good
first month back at
October
school.
-Home reading – the students are bringing books
home every week to show off their reading skills
to their families. Please remember to fill in their
Home Reading Logs and return on Thursdays.
-In E. L. A. we are working on our printing skills,
spelling, word work and writing. We have just
started literature groups to help with our reading.
For writer’s workshop we are going to start
working on a scarecrow story.
-In math we are using a program called Jump
Math. We are working on number sense and
some mental math strategies.
-In social studies we are learning about the local
community and in science we are learning about
growth and changes in animals.
-In art class we did an autumn leaf watercolour
painting, and fall tree construction paper collage.
Mrs. Nadeau & The Grade 2 Class

Grade 3/4
Hello everyone!
Welcome back! It really is amazing to have
all the students back in the classroom
again. The students in the grade 3 and 4
classroom have adapted extremely well to
the new rules, routines, and guidelines. I
have been very impressed.
In English Language Arts, we have started
our novel study on the famous book
Charlotte's Web. Almost everyone is
familiar with the story, but not everyone
has read it yet. So far, it has been a very
fun, and engaging novel. We have begun
discussing citizenship, leadership, and what
it means to be a Canadian. Shortly, we will
be beginning our first science unit. I hope
that everyone has had a good first month
back at school. Take care!
Mr. Taylor & The Grade 3/4 Class
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Hello!
I am excited to be joining the teaching
team here at McCreary School! This year I
am teaching math to the grade 4 and 5
students, as well as science, social
studies, and home economics to the
grade 7 and 8 students. These first few
weeks of school have been busy and I
have really enjoyed getting to know your
children! In all of my classes I have seen
these students eager to laugh together,
help each other, and be curious about
the things they are learning, even beyond
the lessons I am teaching them. I am
looking forward to the coming months,
helping your children grow in their
understanding of the world around
them.
Ms. Plett

GRADE 5/6

Contact Me

A Note From The Teacher
Hello from the Grade 5/6
classroom! We are excited to be
back at school and learning
together! Although we have 29
students in our class this year, we
have settled into the busy routine
of the school year. As the year
progresses I am excited to share
with you the accomplishments
and successes of our class.
Mrs. Duchart

Reminders
~ If parents have not yet signed up for the
class Remind App, please do so soon so
that you do not miss important
information and updates!
~Monthly reading logs were sent home
on the first day of school. Please continue
to fill out and return the end of the month
when a new one will be sent home.

Please contact me at the school with any
questions or concerns.
204-835-2083

educhart@trsd.ca

What We Are Learning
ELA: We have started our ELA routine
and will be continuing with the same
format each week. Our work will
include daily lessons in spelling, journal,
reading response and novel study. Our
first novel is The Breadwinner.
Math: The Grade 5 students will be
learning with Ms. Plett while the Grade
6 students will be with Mrs. Duchart.
Grade 6 students have been reviewing
basic number sense concepts.
Social Studies: Our first social studies
unit will focus on Canada since 1867 .

Upcoming Events
*We will be having weekly spelling tests every Friday.
Students will receive their spelling words each Monday
and are encouraged to study during the week.
Together may we give our children the roots to grow and the wings to fly.
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Hello everyone!
The Math 10 class has spent the month using various operations to use fractions, decimals and integers.
They have also been expanding their understanding of perfect square numbers to include rules for
fractions and decimals.
The Science 20 class has been learning about ecosystems this month. They have been studying the
dynamics of ecological pyramids, biogeochemical cycles, and bioaccumulation.
The Chemistry 30 class has been working on bonding reactions, naming formulas, and balancing
equations.
The Applied Math 30 class has been working on developing, evaluating, and challenging conjectures
and comparing/converting units, while the Applied Math 40 class has been learning about simple,
compound and regular payment investment portfolios.
Ms. Aune

Mr. Billett’s Report
Now that summer has ended the high school students have been busy getting into our new daily school
routines. With all the new procedures in place students have adapted and have been working hard to
meet the course outcomes.
In ELA 10F the grade nine students have been developing important ELA writing skills, completing a
personal coat of arms, and writing an essay reflecting upon an important event in their lives. ELA 20F
students have been learning about the elements of fiction before writing personal narratives. In the
History of Canada 30F course students have been learning about indigenous life in Canada prior to
European contact, and are now learning about Canada’s early European explorers. Lastly, the grade
eight math students have been reviewing foundational math skills before moving on to a unit learning
about the multiplication and division of integers.
Mr. Byron Billett
High School ELA & Social Studies
McCreary School
204. 835.2083
bbillett@trsd.ca
http://www.mccrearyschool.ca/

McCreary School
Physical Education and Athletics
Grade 9-12 Physical Education

Athletics Update

In order to follow health and safety
regulations, our high school PE classes
have been spending the majority of their
time outdoors. The students have been
training and getting back into shape after
a long hiatus from sports and organized
physical activity. We have been taking
advantage of the weather and covering a
plethora of activities , such as lacrosse,
tchoukball, handball, ultimate Frisbee,
circuit and interval training, cross-country
running, and fitness testing.

McCreary School and Turtle River
School Division have currently
suspended all training and
competition for school sports. If
recommendations and regulations
change to allow us to implement
sports programs at any point this
school year, that information will be
sent home. While we know how
important sports are to many of our
students, health and safety is our
primary concern. The hope is to have
a return to sports whenever that
becomes a realistic option.

When possible, students have also been
getting a chance to build personal fitness
in our weight training room. One of the
main goals of PE is to set students up with
strategies and habits for maintaining
lifelong health and fitness. Much of this
process is put back on the students to set
personal goals and follow through with a
plan for building these healthy habits.

Important Dates
October 8

Photo Day

October 12

Thanksgiving (no school)

October 23

Professional Development (no
school)

View the newsletter online!
McCreary School is offering the newsletter online. If you wish to continue
receiving a paper copy of this newsletter, please complete the form below and
return to McCreary School at your earliest convenience.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to receive a paper copy of the McCreary Newsletter every
month!

My child’s name: _________________

My child’s homeroom teacher:_________________
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